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Iuw)IO  ADDRESS  £Y  KR.  YOSUKE  MATSUOKA,  MINISTER  FOH  FOREIGN  AFFaIRS 
•  Soptonbor  27,  1940,  1^:00  j.u. 


Today  r,»;  tho  rccRoi'r.  f  tho  conclusion  of  the  Throe  Power  Pact 
between  Jfr-n,  Gurry ny  rr.d  Italy,  ax  Inporir.l  Rescript — I  an  profoundly 
nnvod  to  ery — has  bo-n  loouod  t.  the  nation.  iJhat  wo,  Kla  Majesty’s 
subjects,  nhould  do  has  boon  plainly  indicated  by  tho  Prine  Minister  in 
hie  message.  I  sincerely  b.  liov©  that  it  ia  incumbent  upon  all  of  uo  to 
lay  to  heart  the  august  will  of  our  Sovereign  and  put  forth  our  best  of¬ 
fer  t  8  in  ‘Ji-dcr  to  surmount  tho  current  emergency. 


Our  country  io  now  faced  with  a  nost  difficult  aitua.tlon,  unprrrl- 
lelod  in  ito  history.  V.hat  atop  wo  should  tako  at  this  moment  is  a  grave 
problem  upon  which  hangs  tho  fa.  to  of  our  nation.  Tho  Government,  koonly 
ccr.scioua  of  the  gravity  of  its  responsibilities,  is  seeing  to  it  that 
nothing  shall  cone  am: ice. 


Tho  objective  of  Jpp»n’s  foreign  policy  is  no  other  than  to  dispose 
of  the  China  Affair,  to  construct  a  ephoru  of  common  prosper ity  in  Greater 
East  as  in  and  to  contribute  thereby  to  tho  oota.bliohmont  of  true  peace 
for  tho  entire  world,  but  then  wo  lode  at  the  actual  international  eitu/v- 
tion,  we  find  that  this  intention  of  Japan  1b  not  yet  fully  understood. 
There  are  countries  which  have  tho  mistaken  idea  that  peaco  means  tho  more 
maintenance  of  tho  old  order,  o-  thoso  which,  while  realizing  the  inevita¬ 
bility  of  change,  are  reluctant  to  pprt  with  tho  old  order.  Moroover, 
there  are  countries  'hich  attempt  to  obstruct  directly  or  indirectly, 
our  construction  of  a  new  order  in  Greater  East  Asia,  pnd  even  those  who 
resort  to  all  sorts  of  stratagem  in  order  to  block  tho  path  of  Japan’s 
advance  toward  tho  fulfillment  of  her  great  historic  mission — that  of 
establishing  world  peace.  Tho  Japanese  Govommont  has  assiduously 
striven  to  remedy  this  regretta.blo  state  of  affairs.  Nevertheless,  I 
rogrot  to  say  that  tho  situation  has  not  only  failed  to  iaprovo,  but  it 
has  ovon  shown  signs  of  aggravation  in  cortrin  quarters. 


Circunetfucec  have  now  brought  Japan  to  the  point  where  she  con 
no  longer  oernit  tho  international  oituation  to  drift  as  it  will.  At 
thia  Juncture,  there  is  only  one  course  for  Japan  to  tako.  That  is  to 
say,  internally  we  should  stand  rcsolutoly  together — one  hundred  million 
people  ae  ono — by  establishing  speedily  tho  now  state  structure  for  n?v- 
tiona.l  dofonso;  and  externally,  wo  should  first  unite  with  Germany  and 
Italy  which  hnvo  the  sr.no  uspirat iono  and  policy  as  ours  and  later  with 
those  Powers  who  can  cooporato  with  us.  We  should  thuB  go  fearlessly 
forward  to  c^rry  out  our  conviction,  calling  at  tho  saco  time  upon  those 
Powors  that  obstruct  us  to  reconsider  their  attitude.  In  such  manner, 
tho  Gcvornoont  oxpoctB  t">  achiovo  tho  ultimate  aim  of  our  Yarato  raco— 
namely’,  tho  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  ICa.st  Asia.. 
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Accordingly,  wo  have  c  nductod  negotiation  vlth  the  representatives 
of  Gornnny  and  Italy,  which  hnvo  rceulted  in  the  conclusion  j£  the  Throe 
P  >wer  Pact,  ar.de  public  Just  a  short  while  nr  , 

Tho  establishment  r-f  this  hint  ric  relationship  of  alliance  botwoon 
the  throe  countries,  Ib,  of  c  uroo,  due  t  tho  wisdon  of  our  gracious  Sover¬ 
eign*  At  the  same  tine  it  owes  such  to  the  Judgnont  end  decision  of  the 
eminent  loaders  ~f  Germany  ana  Italy — Chancellor  Hitler  rr.d  Proctor  Musso¬ 
lini.  Again,  tho  German  Foroign  Minister,  Mr.  von  Eibbcntrop,  has  earnestly 
made  efforts  f  r  German- Japr nose  cooperation  from  the  very  day  he  assumed 
Mb  mresont  most,  while  the  Italian  Foreign  Minister,  Count  Ciano,  having 
been  'nco  stationed  in  Hast  Aela,  and  understanding  fully  Japan's  position 
in  East  Asia,  has  ceasolesb'y  laboured  f  r  the  promotion  cf  Italo- Japanese 
friendship*  Meedless  to  say,  theco  lw  foreign  ministers  have  mlayed.  ic- 
portant  rt lcs  in  the  crnclusi^n  rf  the  present  pact. 

The  pact  provides  tha.t  Japan,  Oe runny  and  Italy  shall  co  porate  freely 
v/ith  one  another  toward  the  construe ti  n  .f  a  new  rdor,  respectively  in 
Greater  East  as  in  and  in  tho  re. -ions  f  Europe,  in  which  those  Powers  aro 
at  nrosont  engaged.  It  also  mrovidcs  that  if  any  one  f  the  Contracting 
Parties  should  bo  attacked  by  a.n  outside  Power,  at  present  not  involved  in 
the  European  ;/ar  cr  in  the  China  affair,  the  three  Contracting  Powers 
shall  render  mutual  assistance  with  nil  y.ssiblo  moans,  political,  occnonic 
and  nllitary.  Accc rdingly,  it  does  not  mean  thnt  bocnusc  of  this  pact 
Japan  is  to  enter  the  European  V/ar  at  present,  ncr  that  she  intends  to 
challenge  any  Power  without  provocation.  It  any  bo  ndded  also  that  the 
nrosont  troaty  will  not  affect  in  any  way  tho  existing  political  status 
botwocn  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  n  the  one  hand  and  Soviet  Russia  on  tho 
other. 


The  troaty  als  provides  that  Germany  and  Italy  recognize  Japan's 
position  rf  leadership  in  regard  t.  tho  construction  of  a  new  erdor  in 
Greater  East  Asia,  '.ve  in  turn  recognize  the  leadership  of  Germany  and 
Italy  in  the  European  regions  where  they  arc  now  engaged  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  f  a  new  rder,  staking  even  thoir  national  existence  in  the  under¬ 
taking.  And  thus  the  Throe  Powers  are  t  j  in  forces  and  helm  one  another 
to  tho  utn-st. 

With  the  conclusion  f  this  treaty,  Japan's  responsibilities  as  leader 
cf  the  now  order  in  Greater  East  Asia  bee  nes  even  groator  than  before. 
Although  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Japanese  Government  to  fulfill  these 
responsibilities  always  by  ooa.ceful  means,  there  is  no  telling  whether  thero 
might  not  arise  ccasions  and  circumstances  calling  for  a  momentous  deci¬ 
sion  cn  tho  mart  :f  our  nation.  Cur  future  is  besot  with  countless  obsta¬ 
cles  and  difficulties,  which,  it  must  be  fully  realized,  no  ordinary  effort 
will  bo  sufficient  to  surmi.unt»  Cor  Government  and  moople,  united  as  one 
and  grasping  fully  the  situation  both  at  homo  and  abroad,  should  be  pre- 
marod  to  endure  all  hardship  and  all  sacrifices,  and  redouble  their  eff  rts 
so  as  t  c.nfcrm  to  tho  august  will  r£  our  Sovereign, 
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I.P.S.  No.  ftn 

Slate-pant .  p£-Samr a  r.nfl , .  Au-tiianllslte: 

I ,  _HUY,.SHI_  Koprji _ hereby  certify 

that  I  an  officially” connected  with  the  Tnponcso  Government 
in  the  following  capacity:  Chief  of_t]3o_  Archive*;  Section, 

Jap^r} ;§o_For£i£n_Off ice  _  _ _ 

and  that  as  such”offTcir.I  I  E-'ve  custody~of  tho  document” 

hereto  attached  consisting  of  ?(,8  pages,  dated  _ , 

lv40.  and  doocribod  s  follows:  "ForoJLfrj _0£fJL,C2  An£ojjn£oni^jit£'' 
I  further  certify  that  tho  attached  record*  and  document  is  ” 
an  official  document  of  tho  Japanese  Government,  and  that 
it  is  part  of  the  official  archives  and  files  of  the  following 
nanGd  ministry  or  department  (specifying  also  tho  file  nur  bor 
or  citation,  if  any,  or  any  othor  official  designation  of 
tho  rofv.l'r  location  of  tho  document  in  tho  .archives  or  files): 
Foreign  Of£ico _ _ _ 

Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

lifch  day  of  Se^t^mb^r,  1^46.  's'  R,  Hoyashi 

Signaturo  of  Official 

SEAL 

Witness:  /s'  Na.Faha.ru  Odo  _ _ 

Official  (Capacity 


Stetecfinl.  gL-PXfJlclal.  PrscnraRsnl 

I,  2d  Lt  Eric  W,  Fleisher.  hereby  certify  that  I 
am  associated  with  the  Gonoral  Headquarters  of  the  Supremo 
Commander  for  tho  Allied  Fo-ors,  and  tho  above  described 
document  was  obtained  by  mo  from  the  above  sipnod  official 
of  tho  Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of  iry  official 
business. 

Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

iilh  day  of  Sa£,  1^46  's'  SrlcW.-  Elolshcr  2d  Lt  AUS 

NAI/.E 

Witness:  /s'  Richard  h'.  L-.rsh  Investirator  IPS _ 

Gfficir.l  Capacity 
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